
©VotesforSchools2021

VotesforSchools Session Plan: 45 Minutes
Will climate change affect children’s rights? 

1-2 
mins

Before you begin… Whole group
Voters watch a special video from Cel Spellman about why 
their vote is especially important this week. 

2-3 
mins

1. Why are we talking about this? Whole group

Voters explore why this topic is in the news at the moment, 
with reference to COP26 and VotesforSchools’ collaboration 
with UNICEF. They also find out about the special “Big 
Questions” included in the session. 

4-5 
mins

2. A simple look at climate change
Pair/

Whole group

Voters sum up what they know about climate change in three 
words. They then find out more about what it actually means, 
before reflecting on the processes that contribute to it (i.e. 
through the release of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere). 

Big Question #1: How concerned are you about climate change?

5-10 
mins

3. What can be affected by climate 
change?

Pair/
Whole group

Voters consider what could happen because of climate 
change, using the animation to help them. They then read 
about the potential consequences of these changes. 

Big Question #2: What do you think is the biggest concern about climate change worldwide?

3-4 
mins

4. How will climate change affect 
me?

Pair
Voters find where they live on a map, before considering their 
biggest concerns about climate change. 

Big Question #3: What do you think is the biggest concern about climate change where you live?
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6-8 
mins

5. Starting off right? 
Pair/

Whole group

Voters discuss what we need to have a happy and healthy 
life, before finding out about children’s rights, including the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. They then go on to 
look at a selection of statements and use their fingers to show 
whether they think each one is, could be, or is not a right for 
children.  

Big Question #4: Before this lesson, did you know that children had their own list of rights?

4-5 
mins

6. Will climate change affect these 
rights?

Whole group

Voters fill in the blanks of statements relating to rights and 
climate change, using the images to help them. Click to 
reveal each answer as you go. 

Big Question #5: How much do you believe climate change will affect your rights?
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Big Question #6: Who has the biggest responsibility to tackle climate change?

6-8 
mins

7. Who can affect climate change?
Pair/Whole 

group

Voters discuss who out of five different groups could have the 
most important role to play in tackling climate change. They 
then go on to use their faces to show whether they think each 
group’s actions will make a no, little, or a big difference.  

Big Question #7: Do you think enough is being done about climate change?

4-5 
mins

8. Where do you stand? Whole group

Voters read a range of opinions about climate change, and 

move to the left or right of the room to show whether they 
agree or disagree. They then read about what young people 
are doing to make their voices heard.

Big Question #8: Do you think young people are being listened to about climate change?

N/A Vote! Whole group

Voters have their say on this week’s question: “Will climate 
change affect children’s rights?” To complete our survey, 
please visit https://www.votesforschools.com/votesforcop26/

(or provide voters with the link), including the Big Questions. 

Big Question #9: What more would you like to see being done about climate change?
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